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Moral Weakness in Le Guin’s The One who Walk Away from Omelas
It is difficult to comprehend that someone can hurt a child so that they prosper and continue experiencing good things. While this is just a fiction, it is represents the possibilities of what happen in the society. Le Guin uses children to portray scenarios that are not only impossible to comprehend, makes it very unease to even read about. As this essay shows, Le Guin’s text shows how an entire city’s population depends on the sacrifice of a child to continue experiencing happiness. Le Guin shows three types of children; the one who never stops playing the flute, the one in the basement, and the one who walked away to describe the moral weakness within the modern society. 
Le Guin uses the three children in the text to describe and depict the moral decay in the Omela society. Children are supposed to represent purity and something clean that has not yet been tarnished by the sins of this world. Yet, in Le Guin’s text, the one who walk away from Omelas, seem to suggest the unthinkable, that the same society that should protect these children use them to purify themselves. Le Guin describes how the joy and happiness of the entire city depended on the suffering of the three children. Le Guin states that “they were mature, intelligent, passionate adults whose lives were not wretched” (1). She further states that “happiness is based on a just discrimination of what is necessary” (2). Here, she describes how the people of Omelas are destroying what is necessary, children. While their responsibility should be to protect these children, they use them to achieve another thing that is necessary, happiness. 
The two children, the one who plays flute and the one in the basement symbolize the immorality in the people of Omelas, while the third child-the one who walked away symbolizes the morality and purity in the story. The ones who walked away from Omelas shows sense of hope and moral principles in the story. Deciding to leave Omelas seems to suggest that there is another option to the misery and miserable life that Omelas as living and exposing their children to. She states that “they leave Omelas, they walk ahead into the darkness, and they do not come back” (4). Even though she describes the process of leaving Omelas as a bad thing at first, but she suggests that these children “seem to know where they are going, the ones who walk awa from Omelas” (Le Guin 4). Le Guin shows that there is nothing as impossible as already depicted with the children who decide to leave Omelas. She argues that the ones who already left Omelas have already proven that nothing is impossible that even though where they were going is not good or better than where they have come from, but they are optimistic that they can continue to live a life free of suffering. Also, the ones who leave Omelas do not only run away from the suffering, but they are also try to free themselves from the guilt of knowing that their happiness depended on the suffering of another child just like them. 
In summary, Le Guin’s text, the One who walk away from Omelas depicts the most unimaginable in the society of the Omelas. She portrays the moral decay and great sense of immorality that has taken deep root in the Omelas’ society as they have to sacrifice the happiness of children to maintain the happiness of the entire city. While this may seem somehow impossible, Le Guin proves that there is no such thing as impossible as the citizens of Omelas are happy and enjoy, which comes from destroying the happiness of young children like the one locked in the basement and the one always playing flute. However, she also portrays some sense of hope for morality through the ones who decide to walk away and leave Omelas. 
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